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Olympians could face ban

U.S. DRUG AGENCY PREPARED TO KEEP ATHLETES
WHO USED STEROIDS OUT OF SUMMER GAMES

E"‘j 1 E\éf‘; By Elliott Almond and Mark Emmons ment alleging a conspiracy to give ath
'f,’,ﬁ,'._q’ o Mercory News letes illegal stercids and preseription
EJH UAY U.S. anti-doping officials are pre- drugs.
pared to ban athletes imvolved in the “We fully expect that developments
Balco drug scandal from competing in - in the U8, Attorney's proceedings and
this summer’s Olympic Games If evi-  our ongoing investigation will lead to
dence shows they used performance- the initiation of more doping cases
enhancing drugs. against athletes and others,” said Ter- -
= As four Bay Area men were ar- 1y Madden, the anti-doping agency WVICTOR CONTE JR.: GREG ANDERSON: REMI KORCHEMNY:  JAMES VALENTE:
Inside: Four  raigned Friday in San Francisco feder-  chief. He made the comments Thurs-  Owner of Bay AreaLab  Barry Bonds' personal  Prominent track and Balco VP faces
defendants al court, the U8, Anti-Doping Agency  day after the indictment of Baleo's Co-Operative, basedin  trainer field coach posted money-laundering
plead not guilty.  began combing through documents re- Burlingame, at center post lower bz $100,000 with Conte,  charge with Conte,
PAGE 214 leased as part of the 42-count indict- See BALCO, Puge 214 of scandal. ($25,000) Valente. Anderson,

Barry Bonds’
athletic reputa-
tion
scirutiny.
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SHEFFIELD ADMITS e
TO STERDID USE to 49ers’

He says Bonds introduced him to Balco Mmisery
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BALCO STEROID SCANDAL DEEPENS

NOW, BONDS' STORY

He testified that he unknowingly took substances

Tracking Balco's biggest names
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% MEDAL COUNT
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Drug investigation
could cost Jones
Olympic winnings
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TWO DRUGS ARE PUZZLING

Athletes apparently used medications for memory and appetite

By Elliott Almond
Mercury New:

Victor Conte Jr has mmal['d that his drug pro-
ram eluded the authorities for three years. . Even
as detailz of the seandal surrounding Baleo L:lhf."i ‘a-
tories have been h];:hh publicized in the 15 months
sinee a raid of Conte’s Burlingame nutrition compa-
ny, the uses for two of the substances confiscated
there remain a mystery to drug testers.

According to a source with intimate l-mnu'et!;.cu
of the program, one was piracetam, a pres Pi:on
drug used to treat disorders of cognition and bal
ance. Baleo athletes used it to help them train lon-
ger. The other was mazindol, a preseription appe-
tite suppressant that Conte experimented with as
a stimulant.

Piracetam and mazindol are two pieces of the so
phisticated regimen created by Conte, a self-taught

nutritionist who is one of four Bay Area men facing
federal charges of money laundering and distribut-
ing anabolic steroids. All have pleaded not guilty.

Conte, 54, was the mastermind of the Baleo regi
men. The program combined pharmacology with
nutrition to develop a stable of fast sprinters, ac-
cording to the source,

See BALCO, Page 194
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Basehall faces up
to drug problem

New rules against steroids have flaws,
ricls
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BASEBALL APPEARS BEFORE CONGRESS
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THE BALCO INVESTIGATION

GUILTY PLEAS
IN BALCO CASE

WHAT'S NEXT FOR SOME OF THE ATHLETES INVOLVED TN THE STERCID SCANBAL | PAGE 21A




