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We have applied the methods of SGO 2015 to USOC NGBs
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Methodology of 2015 SGO report

 4 Dimensions, 36 indicators

– Transparency (12 indicators)

– Democratic process (10 indicators)

– Checks and balances (7 indicators)

– Solidarity (7 indicators)

 Dimensions are equally weighted to create a 
single index value for each organizations
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Total number of US Olympic NGBs

 39 summer

 8 winter

 25 Paralympic

 72 total 

 Today I will present preliminary findings for 22 
US summer and winter sport NGBs

– US Paralympic NGBs in general do not have enough 
information to be ranked
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Example from SGO 2015 of scoring of indicators
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Our scoring methodology

Initial scoring 
by Person A

Initial scoring 
by Person B

Achieve 
consensus

Final check by 
Person C

PRELIMINARY EVALUATION

FINAL EVALUATION

Share 
preliminary 

ranking with 
NGB

Receive 
feedback, 
adjust if 

warranted

FINAL
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Median = 46.3
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Median = 62.0
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Rankings

• US NGBs (2017) 
generally score higher 
than SGO (2015) scores 
for IFs

• Only 1 US NGB scores 
higher than FIFA (USA 
Track and Field)

• Much room for 
improvement across the 
board
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Detailed rankings by criteria
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Preliminary conclusions

 In general US NGBs are better governed than IFs

– Median score 62.0 to 46.3

 But don’t get too excited, a score of 62 is a D-

 Only one USOC NGB meets SGO minimum criteria 
of 75% - USATF (USA Track & Field)

 Much work remains

“It must be stressed that the SGO index reflects the presence of basic
criteria of good governance. Medium-size federations should be
expected to have an SGO index close to 75%, while large federations
should achieve a score higher than 75%.”

Sports Governance Observer 2015
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The project team  at CU Sports Governance Center

 Sara Sutherland

 Jared Adler

 Jackson McCabe
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Thank you!

 pielke@colorado.edu

 @rogerpielkejr

 Blog: http://leastthing.blogspot.com

 About me: http://rogerpielkejr.com/
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