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Denmark's efforts to ensure sustainable events 

A broad definition of sustainability

The Danish sporting event model
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Case: IAAF Half Marathon World Champ. 20143
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A broad definition of sustainability



Denmark must be among the leading

countries in the world in terms of 

attracting, hosting and developing

international sporting events –

including elite and sport-for-all 

events. 



Some of our results

 IOC Session and Olympic Congress 2009

 World Wrestling Championships 2009

 World Taekwondo Championships 2009

 World Track Cycling Championships 2010

 World BMX Championships 2011

 UEFA European Under-21 Championship 2011

 World Road Cycling Championships 2011

 Start of Giro d’Italia 2012

 World Canoe Marathon Championships 2013

 European Volleyball Championship 2013

 European Jumping and Dressage Championships 2013

 European Short Course Swimming Championships 2013

 European Men’s Handball Championship 2014

 World Half Marathon Championships 2014

 European Golf Tour “Made in Denmark” 2014-2016

 World Badminton Championships 2014

 World Archery Championship 2015

 World Trampoline Championship 2015

 World Women’s Handball Championship 2015

 World Ice Hockey Championship 2018

 World Sailing Championships (all Olympic Classes) 2018

 World Men’s Handball Championship 2019

 UEFA Euro 2020 (a part of it)



Nations Index
Click here for detailed results (login required)

2014 Global Sport Event Index (2009-20)

http://www.sportcal.com/Events/EV_NationsIndexDetails.aspx


Nations Index
Click here for detailed results (login required)

2014 Global Sport Event Index (2015-20)

http://www.sportcal.com/Events/EV_NationsIndexDetails.aspx


Sustainable criteria for selecting events

National International

Create experiences, 

excitement, pride and 

a sense of community

Involve athletes, 

volunteers and 

partners

Sports development 

and promotion

Generate tourism 

turnover

Promote Denmark and 

Danish sports

Strengthen business 

relations and trade
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Sustainable conditions for hosting events



Danish National Federation Host City

The Event

Our sport event model:



IAAF World Half Marathon Championships 2012

A sustainable event?



The Case of Copenhagen 2014



The Case of Copenhagen



The Case of Copenhagen



National Legacy: CPH HALF 2015+



IAAF Legacy: Cardiff 2016



Reaching the full potential in 2018…
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